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38 Wickham took about a year to collect rubber seeds from commercial rubber groves in Brazil after having

been commissioned due to his presence in Brazil. Historian Warren Dean notes that it would have been odd for a
British expat to collect so many seeds in broad daylight using local labour without local authorities having been
aware of it. In fact, he had the permission of the rubber grove operators where he sourced his seeds. He falsely
declared 70,000 seeds as "academic specimens", a term the Brazilians frequently used to classify dead animals or
plants, not viable seeds. They arrived in London's Kew Gardens on June 15, 1876. Within a few weeks, only
2,700 of the 70,000 smuggled seeds had successfully germinated. They were sufficient to jump-start widespread
cultivation in Southeast Asia.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry Wickham_(explorer) . 2022 '3 05 € 25 ¢
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